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Therefore. I Claim: 
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A protection and deflection apparatus that is adapted to be 
mounted in an operating position adjacent to a propeller section 
of a boat, the propeller section having a propeller blade portion 
having an axis of rotation and an puter circumferential path of 
rotation along which tip portions If the propeller blade portion 
travel, said apparatus having a longitudinal axis, a transverse 
axis and a vertical axis, said apparatus comprising: 
a) a forwarding deflecting sec/ion having a forward central 
deflecting axis which extends in a downward and rearward 
slant, and comprising right and left deflection plates, each of 
which comprises: 

i) a central deflection edge portion, with the two 
connecting deflection edge portions joining one 
another at said/deflecting axis; 

ii) an outer deflection edge portion, with the two outer 
deflection edge portions each having a forward end 
and a rear end, and extending laterally outwardly and 
downward ly/from the forward end of the deflection 
plate; 

iii) a rear deflection section connecting portion; 

iv) a genera/ly downwardly and outwardly facing 
deflectidn surface, with the two deflection surfaces 
forming an angle of less than 180 degrees, relative to 
a plan6 taken perpendicular to said deflecting 
alignment axis, so as to extend laterally and upwardly 
away/ from one another; 
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b) a rear guard section having a rear central guard section axis 
which is generally longitudinally aligned and is at an angle of 
less than 180 degrees relative to tpe deflection axis, a 
forward end portion connected tc/the rear end portion of the 
forward deflecting section and a/rear end, said guard section 
comprising right and left guard plates, each of which 
comprises: / 

i) a central guard plate connecting edge portion with the 
two central guard plates connecting edge portions 
meeting each other it the central guard section axis; 

ii) a laterally outward section edge portion having a 
forward end and a /rear end; 

i) a forward guard section connecting portion connected 
to the rear deflection connecting portion of its related 
right or left deflection plate; 

ii) a generally downwardly and outwardly facing lower 
guard surface/ with the two guard surfaces forming an 
angle of less/than 180 degrees, relative to a plane 
taken perpendicular to the guard section axis. 



The apparatus as recited in claim 1 , wherein said apparatus 
further comprises a mounting section by which said apparatus 
can be mounted in said operating position. 

The apparatus as recited in claim 2, wherein said mounting 
section comprises at least one vertically aligned mounting 
member adapted to be mounted to a skeg of the propeller 
section. 
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The apparatus as recited in claim 3, further comprising a 
backing plate which is adapted to be placed on a side of the 
skeg opposite to a side on which the mounting member is 
positioned, with one or more fasteners extending through said 
mounting member, said backing plate and said skeg. 

The apparatus as recitecHTTsJaim l^h^fein forward end 
portions of the downwardly fa@mg\ guard surfaces of the two 
guard plates are align^^ndaajacent to rear end portions of the 
\ downwardly fa^cfllefles^ sdrfaces of the deflection plates. 

if 
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The apparatus as recited in clairrv^f wherein forward lower 
surface edge portions of the guard plates are aligned with and 
immediately adjacent to rear surface edge portions of the 
15 deflection plates in a manner to form a continuous lower surface 

area of the deflection section and the guide section. 

The apparatus as recited in claim^jf wherein outer edges of the 
outer deflection edge portions of the deflection plates meet 
20 forward ends of outer edges of the guard plates. 

^8. The apparatus as ra^itec^ the angle formed 

by the two defection^wtfa^ is no less than about a right angle. 

25 Jf. The apparatus as recited in claim 8r, wherein said angle formed 
by the deflection surfaces is between about 160 to 100 degrees. 
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1 0. The apparatus as recited ) 
by the two guard surfao 
straight angle 



The apparatus as recited in claim l^f wherein the angle formed 
by the two guard surfaces is between about 150 to 175 degrees. 




whereipjthe angle formed 
about two-thirds of a 
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13. 



The apparatus as re 
portions of the dowi 
and forward ly towa 
about 160 ^andjS 




im S^vtflierein the forward end 
fng guard surfaces slant inwardly 
other and form an angle between 



The apparatus as recited irffhe outpi>deflection edge portions of 
the two deflection plates/oi^^Jangle between about a right 
angle and about on^\im^m/\ght angle taken from a view 
parallel to the l^^itudinaVrenter axis of the apparatus. 



14. The apparatus as recited in claim 1, wt^Fein a horizontal plane 
intersecting the two guaj^fplate^ffabout the longitudinal mid 
20 length thereof definesiwp^lOTzontal lines extending rearwardly 

and outwardly from it^fQDA^rd central deflecting axis at an 
angle between atfout three-quarters of a straight angle and one- 
half of a rigWangle. 
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The apparatus as recited \[ 
by the central guard secti/ 
no less than about twc^thlrc 



lim^wherein the angle formed 
Is relative to the deflection axis is 
a straight angle. 
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Ql^ The apparatus as recited in claim j^fwherein the angle formed 



by the rear central guard section axis and the deflection axis is 
between about 160 degrees to about three-quarters of a straight 
angle. 
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The apparatus as redtedHn claipMTwherein the forwarding 
deflecting section is made'\SJth through openings to permit water 
to flow rearwardlv; tlfjrougi^aid deflection section toward a 
propeller Jcjpation wittqthjb apparatus in its operating position. 

GLS The apparatus as recited in claim ffl wherein said openings 

comprise elongate slots having substantial horizontal alignment 
components and formed in each of said deflection plates. 

u 1 5 The apparatus as recited in claim 1 , wherein the forward 

deflecting section and the rear guard section are integrally 
formed from a single piece of sheet metal which is bent along 
bend lines to form the apparatus, said bend lines being located 
along said deflecting axis, along said central guard section axis, 
20 and along a connecting line between one of the deflection plates 

and one of the guard plates, with the other deflection plate and 
the other guard plate being joined together to form a unitary 
structure comprising the forward deflecting section and the rear 
guard section. 

25 ^ 

20. A method of providing protection and deflection for a propeller of 
a boat, said method comprising: 

a) positioning a deflecting section forward of said propeller, 
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where said deflecting section has a forward central 
deflecting axis which extends in a downward and rearward 
slant, and comprising right and left deflection plates, each of 
which comprises: 

i) a central deflection edge portion, with the two 
connecting deflection edge portions joining one 
another at said deflecting axis; 

ii) an outer deflection edge portion, with the two outer 
deflection edge portions each having a forward end 
and a rear end, and extending laterally outwardly and 
downwardly from the forward end of the deflection 
plate; 

b) utilizing generally downwardly and outwardly facing 
deflection surfaces of the deflection plates to deflect objects 
or material from a path of the propeller; 

c) providing a guard section beneath said propeller, said guard 
section having a central guard section axis which is 
generally longitudinally aligned and is at an angle of less 
than 180 degrees relative to the deflection axis, said guard 
section comprising right and left guard plates, each of which 
comprises: 

i) a central guard plate connecting edge portion with the 
two central guard plates connecting edge portions 
meeting each other at the central guard section axis; 

ii) a laterally outward section edge portion having a 
forward end and a rear end; 
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iii) a forward guard section connecting portion connected 
to the rear deflection connecting portion of its related 
right or left deflection plate; 
d) utilizing generally downwardly and outwardly facing lower 

guard surfaces of the guard plates to protect the propeller 

from engagement with material and/or objects beneath 

and/or beside sand propeller. 





